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WASHIN

EYNOPSIS.

On the organization of colored regiments,
fn 1564, the author, a cadet in the High-
and Military Academy (Mass.), secured i
commission as First Lisutenant, 30th 17, 5.
C.'T. May 4, 1864, le joined his regiment
Bt Manassas and was present nt the batile
af the Wilderness, though not actively en-

| ferred to the yard of the insane asviom.

| They passed in front of the & il o most

jeurious and comical sight 1l presented.
| They had all sorts of uniforms, and their
humndles and bageace were of the greates:

|
Var

liandd
,received our dinner allowance of cowpeas

The same day, just after we

| cormmenl,

making mush and corncakes. Some
baked sweet potatoes and a few had loaves
of white bread and picces of fresh beef,  In
one corner of the prison was a sutler’s tent,
and those who hmd money cottld purchase
bread, beef and potiatoss.  We of the Rich-
land jail crowd made anxious inguiries
about our rations, and were informed that
the rations had been issuesd io the camp on
the previous day, and that there would be
i This

| no more rations issned for fourdays.

B}' CAPT. FREE S. BOWLEY, First Lieutenant, 30th U.S.C. T. 1 prospect was most discouraginge.

| We urped onr case to the commnnding
Loflicer of the prisor ml, alter a longdelay,
team to the @il 1o

he |l.'l-ﬂri-;|'-i tor =end

"hring our supplies, which had been left be-
1 hi We waited until ne and no
rations appearcd. Then [ started in b

and muonaged to horrow

This 1 cooked into mus

“ 1o ™
risiie,

STONEMAN'S RAIDERS RESENTING AN INSULTING GESTURE.

gaged. Early in July the 30th U. S. C. T.

joined the troops before Petersburg, and

was one of the colored regiments selected 0

charge the Crater after the explosion of the

Mine. It suffered heavy loss in killed and
risoners. Capt. Bowley was sent to Co-
umbia, S. C., as a prisoner.

Although newspapers were denied us,
we still managed to obtain the news. Some-
times we received a paper from a friendly
guard, and sometimes the oflicer of the
guard would allow someone to read his
paper for a few moments; but our chief
source of information was Capt. Harris, the
prisoner - under death sentence. Capt.
Harris was confined in the corner room on
the first floor nearest the guard-house of the

A heavy roard was waiting outside for us. |
We noticed that the new guards were
altogether a different set of men from 1.1'1-».-\.::1
who composed ihe post guard., There was
something about them that indieated the
veteran soldier. They handled their arms
with ease, and moved with a celerity and
precision that denoted previous experience.
We goon learned that they were the 24 S, C,
Reserves, composed of men who had been
wonnded and disabled at the front, Their
position corresponded to that of the Veteran
teserve Corps of the Union army.
Bidding the post gouard “good-by,” and
cautioning them never to get too near to
“Mr. Sherman and his company,” we left

jail.

mA'ithough he was compelled 10 wear
chains on his ankles, he really fared mueh
better than any of ns. The United States
Government had placed a Confederate
Muajor, a prominent South Carolinian, as
hostage for Capt. Harris, and notitied the
Confederate Government that if Capt.
Harris was executed the Confederate Major
would be hung at once. Both men had
wealthy friends, and an arrangement was

made wherchy Capt. Harris's friends fur- |

nished the Confederate Major with such
articles and extras as he desired, and the
Major's fumily, who resided in Columbia,
supplied the wants of Capt. Harris. By
these means Capt. Harris received good
food and considerable Confederato money.

A newspaper was also supplied him, and
it did not take long for the Yanks to devise
means o borrow that newspaper. A hole
wis cut through the plank flooring and the
ceiting below, and by wrapping the paper
on a slek, we goon had possession of it.
It was necessary to return the paper to the
Captain, as he was obliged to give it back to
the guard officer.  “This line of communica-
tion was discoverad one day, and promptly
suppressed. It seriously  troubled the
prison authorities, and they turned us all
down inte the back yard and searched the
Jail thoroughly,

A CONSPIRACY SUSPECTED.

Among pther discoverios were some short-
hand notes. One of our officers was a
good short-hand writer, and to pass the
time and also keep himself in practice he
would jot down any story or conversation
that he 1might hear. Captl. Senn found a
doren or more sheets coversd with these
phonetic characters, and at onee concludod
that he bad detected u conspir Heoe
took the papera 1o the local authoritios, and
they wert able o translate just enough o
assure themselves that the paper was a
veritable find, if the cipher could be salved
The whole affair was sent to the Secret
Service Bureaa at Richmond. We never
heard the result of the Bureau’s investiga-
tion.

The other Union officers who were con-
fined at “Camp Sorghum” were escaping in
great numbers, though most of them were
goon recaptured,

In 2 small brick house directly opposite
the juil were a pack of bloodhounds and
English bulldogs. These dogs had been
trained to hunt runaway negroes, hut were
now being used to trail and run down
escaped Yankee prisoners. Every morn-
Ing we would see this pack of dogs, followed
by four or five men on horseback, each
man armed with a shotgun and two re-
volvers, start out in search of escaped
Yankees.

Lieut. Edward B, Parker, Co. B, 11th Vt.,
was brought into our jail, badly bitten by
these dogs. He was sent to the hospital,
and died Oct. 3, 1864, from the effects of his
woumdis,

On the morning of Dee. 12, 1864, all the
prisoners at “Camp Sorghum” were trans

the jail. As we marched away we saw the
| pale, anxious face of Capt. Harris wateh-
{ing us through the prison bars, He waved
{to us a sad farewell. A mareh of a mile
l brought us to the vardof the insaneasylum,
| A heavy gate of plunk had been placd in
jone of the brick walls, and opposite the
| ate was a 12-pound brass fieldpicce. The
gates swung open amd we were driven in.
A chorus of yvells and shouts of “freah figh!"
grected us. We were not “fresh fish” by
lany means, hut we were questioned ns
e Iy as if we were recent captives.
|Some of our party found comrades from
| their own regiments.
“CAMP ASYLUM.”

The grounds where we were confined
were about four acres in extent.  On three |
gides were high hrick walls, and on the
fourth side, next o the asylum buildi
was a high plank stockade. Sen
were placed at the tops of the walls all
aronnd, about 35 feet apart. Four pieces

and cornbread, we were ordered to pack up. 'qrmn tincup and divid

pint of
sl o my
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gelf succeeded in obtainihg permission to
= e p on the ground floor of the house be-
longing to another squadd. 'This was such
an improvement over I,\‘I:ng out in the frost
anel rain, that we considéred ourselves very
fortunate. =

A regular government was established
inside the prison. Col. Warren Shedd,
20th 111, the senior ofliver among the pris-
oners, was the commanding officer inside of
the prison: Lieut.-Col. Thorp, 1st N. Y.
Drazoons, wns our Chief Commissary;
Adit A. O. Ablntt, 1st N. Y. Dragoons,
wns the Inside Adjutant.  All ondess to the
prisoners were sent throngh Col. Shedd.
The rations were deliversd in bulk to Lieat.-
Col. "Thorp, 0o 2l letters were received and |

y deliverad by Adj't Abhott.

missary. ol
Chiel of Squmd Seven, Each
Commisary. Capt. Dicey. st Mich. 5. S
was the senior oflicer of our mess,

SCANT RATIONS.

The rations of meal and sorghnm were
hauled insids the stockade and placed or
the  groundd, Then  Lieut.-Col.
would ornder the sacks of meal placed in 13
uml..  The amoun
af sorgham for ench sl was easily esti
meatesd wod Tairly divided,
was a litthe riee aood aovery Httle salt,
extra food vould be divided dowa by o tir
cupial all aroumd; then a smaller eup. o

piles, one pile foreach s

Lthe ration,
The wod was pilid into 13 piles anf

woulil agk: “Wha shall have
Mhe oficer wonld name the

Clommissary
this pile?”
its Ciizel wa !

sl sl immesliately

take possescion of il iz distributio
would  eoot nue until ot plliss wer
Pt The Squal arles  woul
now have t5eir rations tov thweir

ticular part of U ez ery woul

e roisd, i .

colne

Persenal Recollectic.s of the Great Rebellion, by a Man on

the

Inside.

BY A NATIVE VIRGINIAN,

Copyright, 1899, by the Publis)

Frery spumd had its Clhief and its Com-
L. Daniel White, 31st Me., was
mess like-
wise hiad its Chief,who acted as Chiefl and

Thorp

So aetimes there
This

I have scon a tablespoon used to equalize

gome oflicer wonld turn his biack and the

“AND THERE WAS WAR IN HEAVEN."

The ancient writers tell us that. once
upon a time, Lucifer, aided and abetted by
his angrels, revolted against the authority
and power of God in the Heavens; whethier
from disappointed ambition or whether
fromm an uncontrollable desire to become
“free and independent,” we are not informed
s0 plainly as we might desire. Yet we
s | may reasonably conclude that these “am-
bitions views" of Lucifer were sirong factors
in connection with his revolt in the Heav-
ens.  We are further told that the Arch-
angel Michael proceeded against Lucifer,
. with his angels, when a fearful battle en-
1 sud, which, no douhbt, eaused the angels
to so shudder with horror that the Heavens,
from the First to the “Seventh,” trembled,
and were moved with a holy agitation.
Laicifer and his angels were finally over-
whelmed, defeated, and “hurled from the
.]i lements of Heaven.” Is that birief
| deseription of the events connected with the
revolt of Lucifer literally correct? Who
| shall wrswer?
| Naow, in this fair country of the United
States of North America. in 1861, begsan a

migiaty

1

revolt seainst the authority and
power of the Uinied States, incited, at first,

by a dozes or so discontented people of the

vin wal ool : Phe  ratioas=| o :
> 'lr. apeike i ] Soutliern States, for their own PUrposes,
woitld then vl s thimd part | i
oodd or had.  These rentiomen, who wers
wotthd Ta o | Py o ]
The M 1T oo oo |t the hew] of the disunion movement,
= "_' Wi renir] 1~ the rieehit of secession for the South-
| gL & i e Or oGl . -
| i Yo 2 ey o States. to e a “free aod independent”
1I. T . : I ! ,lll | n itio, to be enlind the Caos ernte States
sl Do i i ol A nerien,  Afler secession had been ace-
S T | sl { et} . 1 .
| | ! f p vatdtistiesl, mad the Confederate States
with o pint tincup: ! manist be S g At ) o S S z
{ 3 A v e ol military law prevailed in the Sonth;
Laviid thien serapesd o by Jowvel. Flie ), . e ¥
| : Lhind: s, “mi u kaw™ was declared, and the
ration wis sipHra § . bl gy 2 = i s E: i
Lty o end hat om helib oot | o ershed out.  In many eases Union
el e : : ziven offices. This induced
| Four and o 1y 3 Lo nuls for ti ¢ x -
| . i = cliss to rive their alleginnes
AT ' it H sute Government, apparenily,
| £ i SRTL | ‘ ] ] Ly
| o x 4 el 3 ‘ : its, perticalarly those who possess
enerally ooty hinlt WS receives] nay. 3 . ot e
[. - i T‘ ‘r‘ i: ' t-iname : rov,wiich wonkd | wvecertainiy been
s yotnsE rder W ek IRETES !
! e | witiseatedl by the Confederate Govern-
! G A { Great, evpecinlly if the owner had been
| Thero were nier il it v «ra State.  The mechanics
among the prisoger oty a cerplly  remained loyal to the United
associnted with 1« dos wlie states many of them going through the
eantured in ‘the s e ol Lost | lines to the North, while some few remained,
prisoners were from e R prineipally, I think, on aceount of the high
1 with m¥ twoeom- | mand, captured pear W £ aricss paid to skilled labor.,
rades.  No rations came that dayv, and we | 1863 | VT VErR PG W] With the-mslitary in supreme control in
went supperless to bed, if lyving shivering on | “Milroy’s © ot ey Jithe South, everything was lovely, in the
the frozen ground could be called going to piv-ation | estimation of the Confederates. And then

bed.

iI':II"'.\'. “The Gettvsbure r

The next morning we were ravenons, bul | @ large body, but tiiey oo cptudivides) Tpno
there were no rations.  The alhier pri i-liﬁ't-r"nt COrps arm Tl Fipst
pitied us, but they had nothing to s _!"-'rp: men kept by 1 . and wen
I picked up and ate s swest potato | BOt on very gool teg b |
eking that had been t viointo a slogr I‘ orps men. Mot of 1 A Wo T
hole. The loaves of fresh white hread |mans, and many feats oecupnst et
looked most tantalizing at tie sutler’s, but | the “Eloventh Corpe B
we had no money. I attemptod 1o trade | Corps Irish.” T i v fo

some of my military buttons for o louf,:
was jeeredat by the sutler. T turned
almost ready to break down with weakuess
and hunger and smarting under the in-
sult.

A FRIEND IN NEED.

A cheery voice addressed me: “What's
the matter, Lientenant?  You look down st
the mouth!”

A short, stout man, with a Captain’s
straps, had accosted me.  There was some-
thing about bim that indieated the “old
prisoner.” In a few words | explained the
situation.

“That's rough,” he said. "Where are you
from?’

When I told him that my parents resided
in Waorcester he was mueh interested, - Did
I know certain partica that he named?
Fortunately, I was well acquainted with

+ themn,

“I think.” he said. “that T ean help you a
litthe,  Take this, and when it is gone come
to me, snd I'H pat you in the way of getting
wme more,” and he placed a Confederate
Lill in myv hands, and walked off into the
crowd. T grasped the bill elosely; 86 would

Akl
of artiliery were ready 1o sweep the nterior
incuseof r Forty feet from the wall, |
on the inside, was the “dead line" a '\-'i":'li'l
furrow turned up with the plow. To step |
on or over this dead line was to Lo shot |
without challenge,

Y
vk,

Two or three rough
board houses were in process of cor
tion, and we were promisad lumber to
sheiter for all.  In one
was a two-story frome house, gome b

ing counecls

1
arel !
1. |
with the asvium. In an-|
other corner of the lot were six watertroughs
filled with good, clear water, Three of
these were 1o be nsed for cooking, and theee
for washing., It did not take us long to
ke asurvey of this place and come to the |
Er-rm-luhiun that “we were in a mighty tight |
[ box.” The clhiances for escape or revolt!
| were most decidedly poor,

Our arrival had swelied the number of
prisoners there to about 1,300, all officers.
We were directed to form ourselves into
messes of 36 men; three messes made o
sauad, Our designation was “Mess One,
Squad Seven.™

WITHOUT SHELTER OR FOOD.

A eold, raw wind was swerping over the
country, and our thin, ragged clothing
furnished us but little protection. We
were chilled to the very bhone when the sun
went down.  With the setting of the sun
the wind died away and the cold, sharp,
white frost came down upon us. Sanders
and mysell, wrapped in my pieces of sheolter
tent, lay down closo together, trying tokecp
each other warm, for we had neither shelter,
blankets or fires.  As we lay there shiver-
ing we heard the band playing “Dixie” and
“Bonnie Blue Flag,” in honor of President
Jefl Davis, who had arrived that day, and
was stopping at the Congaree Hotel.

The cold was intense, and to prevent
freezing to death we got up and ran around
to restore our warmth. We stamped
around until we were exhausted, and then
lay down to shiver again, dnd in that way
passed a long, miserable night. When
daylight and sunrise came the other pris-
oners comwenced cooking their breakfasts,

corner of the

buyv me a loaf of hread; $10 would make me
happy! 1 looked at the bill and neurly
fainted! - One hundred dollars!

I read it over and over again.  There was
no mistake: the worils were there, the “Con-
falerate Government promises to o pay
Biarer, One Hundred Dollars,” ete,

It didd not take me Iong to purchase three
loaves of Lremwd and some sweet potatoss and
take them w my chums, 1 did not « wpluin
to them the extent of iy good fortune, bt
merely informed them that T had “made a
raise.”

The officer who sn kindly assisted me in

| my hourof need was Capt. Wm. W. Wilson,

1th N. Y.  He was one of the Gettyshurg:
prisoners.  Our long delayed rations, eon-
sisting of meal and sorghum, were finally
hrowght to us, and the question arose, how
should we save them? One of my mates
golyed the problem by cutting off part of his
drawers leg and making a meanl sack of it.
Our share of the sorghum molaeses wis en-
trusted to the care of a friend who hiad a
canteen. My quart tincup and the two
gide plates of an old cateen were the only
utensils that three of us possessed, and we
soon found that the tin cupwas sufliciently
large 1o cook all the meal that we could
afford to use at one time. A cold, slecty
riiin eame on, find we spent a most miser-
able time, huddled together, with our litile
piecos of shelter-tent, trving to keep off the
wet,. When morning came, and we at
temptad to cook a little hot mush to keep the
life in our shivering bedies, we found it
impaossible to keep the fire burning.

The driving rain would putfout the fire
as often as we lighted it. The wood was
green pine, and gave out much smoke, hut
no heat.  After saveral failures, two of us
held a piece of shelter tent over the fire, and
the third man stirred the mush. Tt was the
most discouraging cooking that I ever at-
tempted. For a few days lumber eame in
quite rapidly, and five or six roogh houses
were erected. We also received the frame
for our squad building. FThen the issue of

singing in their mother o,
First Corps boys would ¢x:
singing, “Say, Dutchy, will
Sigre|?

Another song that
offenssive to the Germans wiss o K oo
“Virginia Lowlands.” The parti
verse at which they teok umbengroe was
one referring o the rout of the Eleven:
Corpa  at  Chancellorsville. The
were as follows:

H e

ale ther |

v Bt

Was  parbieal

wor

“Joe Hooker made o movement
Not many months ago;
And when he made it, boys,
He didn't make it slow!
The rebels they soon fonnd it out,
And flanked hiin on the right,
And that's the resson why., my bovs,
We're bumming hers to-night
In the South Car'ling Lowlands, low!"”

Any remarks about the “Flyving Halfl
Maoon,” ar “l1 fights mit Sigel and runs
mit Howard,"” would bring out a volley of
German expletives,

The aristoeraey of all the prisonoers were
the Hesulars. They held aloof from the
common volunteers, asgd formed a little
coterie of their own, Some of “Stroight’s
Naiders” who eseaped from LibLy througl |
the fwmous tunnel, only 1o be recaptured,
divided with the Regulurs in exclusiveness.,
They were not all members of Col Stroight's
vommand, but the name eovered them.
The “Chickamanga Gang,"” o lot of officers
captured in that batile, ciaimed the dis-
tinetion of being the oreatest travelers,
After their captire they were seint south;
tiven north o Richmond to be confitial in
Libby: then to Danville; then to Macon,
(i then to Savannnh; thenee to Charles-
tou to be placed under fivs; from there to
“Camp  Sorghum,” Columbia; then to
“Camp Asylum.”

The “Plymouth Pilgrrims * was the name
be=stowed upon the officers eaptured ut Ply
mouth, N, C. It ill"!tl:r!l_-: mll the officers
of the 16th Conn., two companies of the
20 Mass, Ho A, and all of the 1015t and
100d Pa. and 85th N, \':‘ When these
officers were captured they were allowe:]
to retain allofl theirclothing and blankets,
They brought their valizes with tlu-m.{

Consequently they were the best supplied
and most comfortuble of any of
Prisoners.

A lot of officers of colored, troops were
among the “Olustee” prisonars, so ealled
from the unfortunate hattle df that name.
Among them was Maj, Archibald Bogle,

thie

thord was “War in Heaven,” and in the fair-
extenrthly beaven beneath the stars,

It is not my purpose to write a histary of
the war which followed. Tt has been ably
writt®n by many hands, and I only propose
to refer to the battles, incidentally, which,
roan fate or the governing power of circum-

e, brought me near or in immediate
vitact, aad which might perceptibly add
v tlie waneral interest of this article,

SRCESSION MOVEMENT.

We all know how, in the grand finale,
he angels of the earthly Lucifer were
et literally “hurled from the battle-
ments of Heaven” at Petersburg by the
mlern St Michael and his hosts, Grant.
swifer himself, however, “stoad not upon
fies worder of his going,” but “hurled” him-
wlf, and rapidly too, from the “battlements™

A5th U, S, C. T, 'The Confederates, think-
ing to humiliate him, placed him with the
enlisted men in the prison panfat Anderson-
ville. The Major immediately sét about
organizing an outbreak. Under his di-
roctions tunnels woere run 80 as fo under-
mire the stockade. Detachments. were
told off toeharge and seize the rebel artil-
lery, and gunners selected to man the guns.
A heavy force siflicient to overriin the
gunrds was fo beat down the infantry and
obtain their muskets. The tunuels were
built, but the plob was exposed by some
renegade. Before the Confederates could
strengthen the stockade a heavy shower

lumber stopped. My two mates and my-

oh, reader.

Now, my reader, 1 could say that the
secession movement was planned by ecer-
tain persons who knew that such a course
was illegal, unwise, in violation of the Con-
stitution, and, altogether, a deception and
a snare; but, of course, T do not say so.
That is all on that subject.

. In the Century Magazine of February,
1888, is published an sriicle entitled, “The
Grand Strategy of the War of the Rebellion,”
by Gen. W. I, Sherman. A paragraph in
that article so forcibly indicates the leading
causes of the secession of the States, and
the consequent armed resistance to the
power and authority of the Federal Govern-

of Richmond, and—you know the rest.l

(Conuoucd on segond page.)

ment, that it may not seem out of place to

ers of THE NATIONAL TRINON®

reprodnnee it in these “Recollections.® The
paragraph in question is as follows:

“Now, in the United States of America,
in the vear of our Lord, 1861, some am-
bitions men of the Southern States, for
their own rensons, Food or bad, resolved o
break up the Union of States, which had
prospered  bevond precedent, which, by
pelitical means, they had governed, but on
which they were about to lose their hold.
By using the pretext of slavery, which
existed in the South, they aroused their
people to a very frenzy, seceded (or their
States seceded) from the Union, and estab-
lished a Southern Confederacy, the Capital
of which was first at Montgomery, Ala.,
afterwards at Richmond, Va., with Jeffer-
son Davis as their President. By a con-
spiracy, as clearly established as any fact
in history, they seized all the property of
the United States, within the seceded
States, except a few feebly garrisoned
point: along the geaboard, and proclaimed
themselves a new nation, ‘with slavery the
ecorner-stone.”

This tells the whole story, and I appre-
hend that there are few persons, evenin the
South, who will decline to endorse this
plain and brief “statement of the case.”

I thi k T shall not be contradicted in
agserting that Gen, Sherman was a great
soklier, a noble gentlaman, truthful, intelli-
gent and honorahle.

TROUBLOUS TIMES,

The Winter of 1880 brought troublous
‘imes fndeed. The loyal element pre-
dominated in Richmond, by all accounts,
and =uch bal feeling was engendered be-
tween the contending parties—the Union
party and the Secession party. Intimate
friends tecame enemies, and much general
disorder prevailed, mueh of it being hrought
about by the combined influenees of quar-
rels, dispites, secession, and, let us add,
w hisky, that f owed “as do the waters of a
river.” About this period, previous to the
essembling of the Secession Convention, a
» et remarkable attack, or series of attucks,
wus mivde on a private residence which was
situated in the northwest pertion of the
city, near the suburbs. *This occurrence
and mysterious connections, 1 think, are
worthy of a recital in these “Recollections.”
The mystery of it all was never solved,
though thoroughly investigated by police,
detectives and many citizens,

About the period referred to, the morning
papers stated that, on the day before, &
house occupied by a gentleman and his
wife, sitnated in the northwestern portion
of the city, had been mysteriously assailed
with stones, bricks, and other missiles, in
the broad daylight; that the police had heen
entirely unable to prevent it, though on
hand most of the day; nor could the police,
neighbors, or occupants of the house see
from what quarter the missiles came even.
The missiles could not be seen in the air,
and were only observed when they actually
struck the honse. Notice was given that a
large force of police would be on hand that
morning to surround the house in question,
and ecapture the perpetrators, if in the
power of the police force. This notice
attracted hundreds, perhaps a thousand.
On my arrival there, abont 8 o'clock in the

force of police, who were then throwing

morning, I found a large number of citizens

F ‘n.-'...vnl".?}i.' A

cordon of men around the building.

As I arrived the family occupying the
house were moving out; the lady, with a
child, I believe, was being assisted into a
vehicle at the door by her hushand, who
also got into the vehicle and rapidly rode
away. They seemed to be stricken with
terror, and the lady quite in a fainting con-
dition. Just then everything was quiet.
The house in question stood between two
vacant lots, Thevacantspace oneither side
wasd about 40 or 50 feet broad. On the
right hand from the front the small house
was closed. On the left, the door of the
house was shut, two upper windows being
open, and two or three persons(mulatioes 1

thought) were looking &t the
“haunted house.” as it was then ealled.
[ olicemen formed a line nearly around the
house, and hundreds of private citizens
were assisting in the possibie detection of
the mystericus brick and stone throwers.
~lust then a whole brick struck the left side
of the house near where | was standing
with a policeman whom | knew personally.
The brick struck the top of the window,
and the blinds were shattered, and hung
suspended by one hinge. Another com-
pleted the destruction of the window and
blinds; then bricks and stones came thick
and fast, and the side of the house was
dented nearly all ovér, and the planks were
broken in many places.

Then the erowd velled aloud, and the
police ran in many directions. Up to this
time no one had seen a brick ¢ store in the
air. I was looking intently in the diree-
tion the missiles must have come from, but
we saw not o missile until it struck the
house and shattered into small fragments,
Now a lull came which lasted for several
miautes, when a heavy object of some sor-
struck the house with tremendous force,
but did not break. T stepped forward to
pick it up, when the policemnn, who had
been standing near me, picked it up just in
front of me, and after examining it handed
it to me. It proved to be a large marbie
book of exquisite shape and polish. On
the back was cut in large letters: “The Holy
Bible,”

People eriedd out wlhen they examined it,
and expressed themselves in many ways,
and many thought it foretold dire disasters
to the city, and tliat something dreadful
was about to happen in connection with the
thea threatening rumbles of the secession
movement; and all seemed greatly im-
pressed with the scenes witnessed, par-
ticularly with the stone Bible. Not another
stone or other missile struck the house
and, after waiting an hour or so, the peopla
departed. The house was a wreck, but
was never stoned again. Every inquiry
was made, and the daily papers were full
of the mysterious occurrences for several
days. Finally it was forgotten, but the
mystery of the affair remained unsolved.

intently

SECESSION CONVENTION.

Soon after these strange events, secession
grew apace, and the State Legislature
passed a bill calling a corivention to con-
sider the interests and the duty of the State.
That was the Secession Convention. An
election for members to this convention
took place. Many of the members of the
Legislature that had passed the bill for the
convention were electad to the convention
of their making. Two members were to be
elected from our ecity—Richmond. The
daily papers, the Dispatch, Enquirer, and
Examiner, had fully espoused the Seces-
sion cause. The Richmond Whig fought
valiantly, and against heavy odds, for the
cause of the Union: and anon I shall speak
more fully regarding the Whig particularly.

Our candidates for the convention on
the Union ticket were two very accom-
plished and prominent gentlemen—the
Hon. John Minor Botts and Marmaduke
Johnson. Mr. Botts had represented our
district in Congress, while Mr. Jol.uson
was a very popular young lawyer. Both
were understood “to bo uncompromising
Union men. To be brief, Marmaduke
Johnson was elected, but Mr. Botts, by
some hocus-pocus, was declared defeated.
AMuch was said about the matter, but as the
Secegsioniste managed the election almost
entirely, nothing could be done about it,
and Mr. Johnson, alone, was elected.

There can be but litile doubt that ras-
eally means were employed by the Seces-
sion party to encompass Mr. Botts's defeat.
He was a man of powerful intellect, and a
noble orator, also being perfectly fearless;
and it was worth a great deal to the Seces-
sion party to have him defeated, and he
was defeated.

The convention assembled about the

first of "61. And just here I wish tosay thay
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assembled, from curieosity, and a lurge'thesu “Recollections” are written withous
althe aid of notes, or a book of reference,

except two or three old magazines, hence
may not be accurate regarding dates of
minor oceurrences at all times, but this
fact will not detract from its general inter-
est, as all oceurrences and incidents are
correct, and I have taxed my memory as
accurately as possible.

The Secession eonvention assembled at
first in “Mechanics Hall,” or “Mechanics
Institute,” as some call it, located on Ninth
Btreet, near the west end of the “Capitol
Square A Mr, Janney, a Union man,
wns elected President of the econvention.
He gave way, it was said, to the Secession
clamor early, and Johnson, our standard
bearer, made a weak plea for the Union,

yLad




